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1. When will San Juan County be open for boating? 
San Juan County’s ban on overnight stays at marinas, B&B’s, hotels, and campgrounds is extended 
through May 31st. San Juan County asks that non-residents refrain from visiting communities and 
facilities in the county. State Parks and DNR facilities within San Juan County are open for day-use, 
including trails. Do not go ashore or visit communities and facilities in San Juan county at any 
time. Do not plan to provision within the islands. Refrain from going ashore on any of the 
inhabited islands; islanders do not want non-residents visiting the islands at this time.  

2. Explain the details of San Juan State Park usage? 
State Parks within San Juan County are open for day-use; visitors may use the park docks, mooring 
buoys, linear side-tie, uplands, beaches, trails, and facilities for day-use only. Full payment for 
mooring facilities is due with no adjustment for day-use only. Enforcement of day-use restrictions 
on mooring buoys is unknown at this time. There is no restriction on anchoring for day and 
overnight in waters near State Parks; however, do not go ashore after hours. Refrain from going 
ashore at parks on inhabited islands (Spencer Spit State Park on Lopez, Stuart Island State Park, 
English Camp National Park on San Juan, etc.)  

3. When will the Canadian Boarder open? Can we go through Canada if we are in route to Alaska? 
The Canada/USA border remains closed to non-essential travel; this includes non-stop transit from 
Washington waters to Alaska waters. There is no timetable for re-opening the Canada/USA border 
at this time. Canada’s 14-day mandatory quarantine may still be in effect after the border opens, 
including travelers with Nexus. We are hopeful the border will open sometime in July. 

4. Need to have work done in Sydney. Can I hire a professional captain to deliver? I have a Nauticat 44 
in Florida that was freighted to Victoria, can I get access to take the boat home to Alaska? 
This is a question for Canada Border Services Agency. You would need to make a specific request 
to CBSA for a determination of essential or non-essential cross border transit.  

5. Are mooring buoys open? Where can I stay overnight?  
State Park and DNR mooring buoys are open for day-use; enforcement of this limitation is 
unknown at this time. Overnight anchoring is allowed and overnight stays at destination marinas 
that are open for guest moorage is allowed. Check www.waggonerguide.com/Covid-19 for an up-
to-date list of marinas and boating facilities open/closed status.  

6. Is anchoring allowed? 
Governor Inslee’s Proclamation does not address or forbid anchoring in Washington State waters. 
Anchorage in the San Juan’s is allowed at State marine parks with day trips to shore; boaters 
should not come ashore when anchored around populated San Juan Islands, which have very 
limited medical services. 

7. Where is everyone going? (We don’t want to go THERE!) 
We have received reports that the State parks in the San Juan Islands have been very crowded. We 
suggest going elsewhere; there are many pleasant anchorages in South Puget Sound and 
Central/North Puget Sound. The Waggoner Cruising Guide includes descriptions of anchorages in 
both Washington (for those on the USA side of the closed border) and B.C. waters (for those on the 
Canada side of the closed border.) 

8. Best location recommendations for next weekend? 
Destinations on the Washington side, that might be nice in the coming holiday weekends are: Foss 
Waterway in Tacoma, Des Moines, Budd Inlet in Olympia, Silverdale in Dyes Inlet, Poulsbo, Port 
Ludlow, Port of Everett, Coupeville on Whidbey Island, La Conner, Anacortes, Bellingham, Blaine, 
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Semiahmoo in Blaine, and Point Roberts. Some Farmers Markets are open with social distancing 
protocols. 

9. Where can I find information on which marinas are open and if fuel docks are open? 
www.waggonerguide.com/Covid-19 has a complete and up-to-date list of the status of marinas 
(Washington and B.C.) and fuel docks; and status of borders, parks, and communities. Most fuel 
docks are open since they are considered an essential business. 

10. In Phase 3 of Washington State’s restart plan, the non-essential travel restriction is lifted.  Does this 
mean we can cruise in the San Juan’s and Gulf Islands? 
Cross border travel will depend upon Canada and USA federal governments opening the 
international border and will be independent of Washington’s Phased Safe Start Plan - 
www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/SafeStartWA_4May20_1pm.pdf 
Boaters currently on the USA side of the border may cruise the San Juan waters and visit the State 
Parks for day-use now. San Juan County’s Order prohibiting overnight marina stays and 
discouraging visitors to inhabited islands expires on May 31st; unless extended. Governor Inslee’s 
May 5th opening of Recreational Boating proclamation allows for non-essential travel when 
participating in any of the Outdoor Recreation activities, including Recreational Boating.  
Boaters currently on the British Columbia side of the border are currently under a Quarantine Act 
that, among other things, restricts non-essential travel. The province of BC is currently in Phase 1 
of a Restart Plan www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-response-
recovery/covid-19-provincial-support/bc-restart-plan. Under Phase 1, Parks remain closed and only 
essential travel is allowed. Marinas are allowed to remain open. Phase 2 is planned to begin on 
May 15th and allows for recreational and sporting activities. BC Parks plans to reopen some parks 
on May 14th, Parks Canada and Gulf Islands National Park Reserves are currently closed and plan 
to remain so until May 31st. 
Southern Gulf Islands Capital Regional District strongly requests that visitors refrain from visiting 
the islands at this time.    

11. I live in Longview, WA. can I visit my boat in Anacortes Marina and do maintenance? 
Unfortunately, the answer is probably no, but not because of anything related to recreational 
boating, but rather that State guidelines ask that we keep things local. The drive from Longview to 
Anacortes may not be considered local. 

12. If our boat is considered a second home, is staying overnight ok? 
You may stay overnight at local marinas that are accepting guest moorage. If you need to drive a 
long distance to visit your boat, this may put others at risk and may not be considered local travel. 

13. How best to balance what's “actually, legally closed” vs what some residents of certain counties 
would "prefer"? 
It is our goal to distinguish legal requirements from advised and recommended practices. At 
Waggoner Guide it’s primarily about what is safest and best for all of us.  

14. What precautions to take while going into marinas? 
Start by checking the current status of the marina; make sure they are open for guest moorage, 
ask about the procedure for registering and paying for moorage. Most marinas currently have 
staffed offices that are closed to public access that are accepting registration and payment by 
phone. Check on the status of marina amenities such as restrooms, showers, and laundry; most 
are closed and your best practice is to use onboard facilities when available and minimize use of 
the marina’s facilities. Minimize your time on the docks; use face coverings when out and about; 
carry and use sanitizer. For more on this topic, see Waggoner’s 15-point Safe Boating Guidelines at 
https://waggonerguide.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Covid-19-Safe-Boating-Guidelines.pdf. 

http://www.waggonerguide.com/Covid-19
http://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/SafeStartWA_4May20_1pm.pdf
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15. Why do you think it is OK to promote social gatherings at this time? Most marinas would mean 
being close to other people. 
Many marinas have legally been open throughout this Covid-19 pandemic and more are opening 
in response to Washington’s May 5th opening of recreational boating. Marinas have taken special 
precautions to ensure a safe environment for everyone; this includes closing marina amenities 
such as restrooms, showers,  and laundry. Marina offices almost universally are staffed but closed 
to the public with business conducted over the phone. Waggoner Guide has prepared a 15-point 
Safe Boating Guidelines available to anyone at https://waggonerguide.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/Covid-19-Safe-Boating-Guidelines.pdf. 

16. Is Vessel Assist (BoatUS) operating? 
Yes, Vessel Assist is operating in Puget Sound – Tacoma, Seattle, Everett 

17. What is the current status of PumpMeOut in Anacortes? 
This business sold and is under new ownership, now called SOS-Sanitation Offloading Solutions 
(877-767-6862). 

18. What about the Anacortes Boat Show? 
The Anacortes Boat Show, which was rescheduled for June, has been cancelled, but discussions are 
underway regarding a Virtual Boat Show; check WaggonerGuide.com for updates. 

19. I live alone and crew with others, when can I be with non-household members? 
B.C. currently allows gatherings of 6; Washington State, beginning June 1, allows gatherings of 5. 

20. When will campgrounds open? 
Washington State campgrounds remain closed until the State’s phase 4, around July 13th. Some 
camping facilities in British Columbia will be allowed beginning in June. 

21. Can we sail to Point Roberts? Isn’t that via Canada waters? 
If coming from Washington State you will be in U.S. waters all the way to Point Roberts. If you are 
coming from Canada, you will need to clear customs into U.S. waters; however, the U.S./Canada 
border remains closed at this time. 

22. Are the Gulf Islands and Desolation Sound accessible in July? 
Canadian boaters may visit Provincial Parks beginning May 14 for day-use. A broader reopening of 
B.C. parks, including some overnight camping, is scheduled to begin the first of June. U.S. boaters 
will need to wait until the border opens. Boaters entering Canada, including those with Nexus, 
may still be required to self-quarantine for 14 days. 

23. What are your thoughts about making a trip to the Broughtons in August? 
If the U.S./Canada border is open, the Broughtons offer numerous anchoring opportunities and 
the weather is usually nice in August and early September. The small, family-run marinas may 
have limited services since part-time help may be lacking and spring maintenance may have been 
postponed. Be patient and courteous. 

24. Would a sailing to Alaska this summer be possible if the U.S./Canada border opens? 
This would depend on how early or late the border opens. Alaska currently has a mandatory 14-
day quarantine at each port destination, so your time will be consumed in quarantine unless the 
directive is subsequently lifted. Boaters normally start heading south, back home from Alaska in 
August, when the weather starts turning to unfavorable conditions. Some boat insurance policies 
require that boats are south of 51 degrees (Cape Caution) by September 15th. There is also the 
possibility that Covid-19 returns and the U.S./Canada border may close once again.  

https://waggonerguide.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Covid-19-Safe-Boating-Guidelines.pdf
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